[Value of measuring resistance of airway for diagnosis of asthma].
Resistance of airway (Raw), sGaw and Maximal expiratory flowvolume curve (MEFV) were measured in 35 normal subject, 43 patients with remission asthma and 100 patients with remission chronic bronchitis (some complicated by obstructive emphysema). The measured values showed that in simple asthma Raw was significantly higher than that in normal subject and in patients with chronic obstructive bronchitis (COB), but MEFV was in normal range. In chronic bronchitis the value of Raw was higher than that in normal subject, but lower than that in asthma (0.05 > P > 0.02); however the FEV1, MMEF, V75 in the curve of MEFV were significantly decreased at the stage of COB, with the most remarkable decrease in MMEF. The results suggest that Raw is a sentitive test for diagnosis of simple asthma, in addition to MEFV measurement; it may be helpful for differential diagnosis of simple asthma and COB and may has potential value for clinical practice.